History of Gumusluk
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Gümüslük is the site of the ancient city of Myndus, which was built around a deep anchorage, well-protected from the prevailing wind – the ‘meltem’ - on this otherwise exposed stretch of coast. A further strategic advantage of the site was that the entrance to the harbour is concealed by the land, and cannot easily be seen from the sea.
However the site of the original Lelegian town of Myndus was not here but further inland. It dates back to the 5th century BC or earlier. This was a much smaller affair, paying only one-twelfth of a talent in the Delian Confederacy, and is known as Palaimyndos or Old Myndus. The ruins of this earlier city can be found on the hilltop at Bozdag about two miles (3.2km) to the south east of Gümüslük. (Bozdag can be seen from the villas, above the Gümüslük Academy and to the left of Oya and Ata’s fields). Nothing survives other than a ring-wall and the foundations of a large tower on the summit; but the sherds reveal occupation from prehistoric times.
The new city was founded by Mausolus (ruled 377BC – 353BC, builder of the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus (Bodrum), one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World). It was on a much more ambitious scale than the earlier settlement. Whist Myndos would never rival Halicarnassus, it was nevertheless one of the main cities of the peninsula. It had a well-sheltered harbour and city walls over two miles long. The main problem was that there were insufficient inhabitants to make it viable. The Lelegian inhabitants of the peninsula had mostly been transplanted to Halicarnassus, capital of Caria, and for a long while Myndus was severely under-populated, and much of the space inside the walls was unoccupied. It is said that the philosopher Diogenes once visited Myndus, and observing that the gates were large but the city small, advised the Myndians to keep their gates closed, or their city would be running away.

Alexander the Great made an attempt to capture Myndos in 334BC as his armies marched across Anatolia and on towards India. He laid a siege to Halicarnassus, and inspected the fortifications of Myndos to find out whether or not it was an easy target. He was even encouraged by some Myndians who advised him to approach the city at night time. Alexander did not bring his catapults or attack stairs towers, but ordered his soldiers to dig under of the main towers. The tower collapsed but did not weaken the walls, and the people of Myndos, supported by the Persian navy, fought gallantly.  Alexander stopped the siege and turned his attention to Halicarnassus which Persians defended for nearly a year till the murder of Orontobates, the Persian satrap.
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In the 3rd century BC Myndus was mostly in the hands of the Egyptian Ptolemies, and was still so in 197BC when the Rhodians, as friends of Egypt, undertook to protect her ‘allies’ against Antiochus III of Syria, and gave their freedom to Myndus and others. It was after this, apparently, that the Myndians first began to issue their own coinage. There are a number of historical references to an active Jewish community in the town around 139BC. The city was for a short while held by the rebel Aristonicus about 131BC, and after the murder of Julius Caesar in 43BC, Cassius (one of the main conspirators) sheltered his fleet there; the city was later punished by Mark Anthony. After the defeat of Brutus and Cassius at Philippi, Mark Antony gave Myndus to the Rhodians, but she was soon taken away again owing to the excessive harshness of their rule. At around this time it is said that Anthony and Cleopatra dropped anchor in the harbour as they travelled from Egypt to Rome. 
Imperial coinage of Myndus is noticeably scanty, and it may be that the city did not prosper under the Roman Empire as much as most. Silver-mines – from which the word Gümüslük is believed to originate - are not mentioned in any ancient source. Indeed, the only Myndian product of which we hear is wine, and this had a poor reputation. This was allegedly mixed with sea-water (a not uncommon monstrosity in ancient times). Its effect was described as relaxing the stomach, causing flatulence, and leaving a hangover. This unattractive beverage led to the Myndians being dubbed ‘brine-drinkers’.

The origin of the word ‘Gümüslük’ is unclear. Gümüslük means a form of "silver".  Piri Reis explains how this village got its name in his writings in 1521.  He explains that during the reign of Sultan Mehmed II flourishing silver mines existed near the town and the city was named after them.  However, the locals argue that Gümüslük gets its name due to the silvery light emitted by the sea's phosphorescence at night.
Relatively little remains of ancient Myndus. Rock-cut stairways and house-foundations may be seen on the hillside, but virtually all the ruins seen in the early nineteenth century, including a theatre and stadium, have totally disappeared; all that survives is a ruined basilica (now a cultural centre) and, at the highest point of the peninsula, what may have been a church. There are, however, numerous ancient stones to be seen in and around the village, and it is quite possible that the masonry from these buildings has been reused and now forms part of the foundations and buildings of the modern village.  At the school about a mile inland there are some column capitals and Roman mosaics. 

Although there are no major structures remaining it is still possible to see sections of mosaics on the shore & beneath the water of the entrance to the harbour and on the spit of land to the north west of the harbour. Other features are visible just below the water; there are the remains of a tower, and more structures are visible in the north-western bay. Although diving with scuba tanks is prohibited, there are no restrictions on diving with a snorkel. Rock cuttings may be seen in various places on the hillside, and a few tombs have been noticed outside the walls. However, inscriptions are remarkably scarce. 
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The city wall was originally some 3.5 km long. The fortification-wall on the mainland may be followed for its whole length, and is best preserved on the south-east, the most vulnerable side, where it is strengthened with frequent towers. It is about 9 feet (2.74m) thick and constructed in part at least of the green granite which was also used for the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus. The quarries from which this stone was cut may be seen close to the shore at Koyunbaba, about two miles to the north.

The fortifications also included the peninsula; a hundred years ago the wall could be traced all round, but this has now disappeared. There remains, however, another wall running from north to south up the spine of the hill. It has the same thickness as the mainland wall, but is built of larger blocks less regularly fitted. It has been called ‘the Lelegian wall’, but this name stems from the old belief that Lelegian Myndus stood on this site; in fact the masonry is quite unlike that of the genuine Lelegian towns. This wall has always been something of a puzzle. As it stands, it appears meaningless; with the peninsula walled all round, what could be the point of dividing the interior down the middle with a wall of this solidity? It makes sense only as a continuation of just such a main-land wall as in fact exists, and may be the beginning of an earlier fortification system which was almost immediately abandoned in favour of a wall encircling the whole peninsula. 
There is a small, but interesting, entry for Myndos in The Archaeological Atlas of The Aegean which makes reference to the ruins of a Christian church located at the highest point on the site, surrounded by the so-called 'Lelegian Wall'. Additionally it describes a "large Early Christian ecclesiastical complex, including a basilica and several additional buildings, on the site of the ancient city” 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

